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 Ashworth Road Landslide

Executive Summary

1

1.1

1.2

1.3

1.4

1.5

1.6

A section of embankment supporting Ashworth Road has failed and slid down 
the hillside. This has resulted in Ashworth Road being closed approximately 
300m north of Gelder Clough Caravan Park. Please see the plan in Appendix 
1 for more detail of the location

Further cracks and depressions are evident in the carriageway surfacing 75m 
south of the original landslide. The recent poor weather has caused this area 
to deteriorate rapidly and remedial works are required in this area to prevent 
further closures. This area has continued deteriorating and has now caused 
the carriageway to fail, effectively closing half of it. There are also large cracks 
forming within the adjacent field and these continue to widen and the field 
sinks.  

To the north of the closure there are only two alternative routes both of which 
are lengthy. In addition these routes are not designed for sustained usage by 
large vehicles and are themselves beginning to deteriorate. 

In order to ensure the community living and working in this area can access 
their properties it is vital that the length of Ashworth Road affected by the 
landslide is repaired as soon as possible. 

The landslide occurred without warning along a stretch of carriageway which 
does not currently have a structure located on it. Consequently as there is no 
funding available from Highway budgets for work of this nature we are seeking 
funding from the insurance reserve to enable works to proceed to support and 
reconstruct the length of Ashworth Road affected by the landslide.

An options summary report and an options technical report have been 
prepared and are included as Appendices 2 and 3 respectively.

The table in the Options Summary report identifies the design options 
considered, their costs, design life and time to construct.



1.7 All of the options considered include provision of a comprehensive drainage 
system for a distance of 250m from the landslide area and a proposal to 
reduce the width of the carriageway in the area of the landslide to reduce 
vehicle loading on the edge of the embankment. As a result of the continued 
deterioration south of the landslide extensive carriageway repairs and 
remedial works to the affected field are included with each option.

Recommendation

2. It is recommended that Option 3: Pre-Cast Concrete Blocks with Structural Fill 
and a comprehensive drainage system along the affected length of Ashworth 
Road (250m) be selected and that £432,000 be allocated from the Insurance 
Reserve Budget to complete the works.

Reason for Recommendation

3.

3.1

This option offers a long term solution (120 year design life) that provides 
support to the collapsed section of highway and the proposed drainage 
system will channel water away from the steep embankment.
 
This solution provides the shortest construction time on site, thereby getting 
Ashworth Road opened as soon as possible.

Key Points for Consideration

4.

4.1

Whilst Ashworth Road is closed access to the north of the closure is either via 
Ashworth Road, from Edenfield Road, which includes narrow winding roads 
not ideal for large vehicles or vehicles towing caravans visiting the caravan 
park. The alternative route is via School Lane which again isn’t conducive to 
use by large/long vehicles. This road is in poor condition and the increased 
usage as a result of the road closure is accelerating its deterioration. 

Alternatives Considered
Please see the attached Summary Options report for the alternatives 
considered.

Costs and Budget Summary

5. The estimated cost to complete the work proposed is £432,000. This includes 
all design and supervision fees. It is proposed that the work is funded by the 
Insurance Reserve Budget.

Risk and Policy Implications

The Council has a duty under Section 41 of the Highways Act 1980 to 
‘maintain highways maintainable at public expense’ and a duty to ensure so 
far as is possible safe passage along a highway.

6.

6.1 There is a risk that by not acting quickly to repair the landslide and improve 
the drainage at Ashworth Road further lengths of Ashworth Road may 
collapse, potentially blocking access to properties within the area. 



6.2 Continued reliance on inadequate diversion routes can lead to these routes 
becoming unsuitable to use, placing the users at risk of damage to their 
vehicles or danger to themselves.

Consultation

7. Consultation has taken place with senior managers of Highways and Finance 
to identify the most appropriate solution to the technical and financial issues 
raised by the proposed work. Councillors and members of the Public have 
been kept regularly updated on the proposals.

Background Papers Place of Inspection

None
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